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MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 

^ f€MRFRFlHTP:  Membership  Applications 

#632-640  published  in  the  May  NI  Bulletin  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  membership. 

jUNE_APPLI!S^TIONS  FCR  MEMBERSHIP:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are 
received  by  July  1,  1971,  their  membership  will  become 
effective  that  date.  (MT  - Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

L/,  use,  190  N.  Washington,  Iola,  Wise. 
54945  — (World  Coin  Cataloguer) 

Walter  E.  Patzke,  5109  W.  Fountain  Lane,  McHenrv 
Illinois  60050  7 ' 


641 

642 


643-MT  Douglas  E.  Freund,  7035  North  69th  Place,  Scotts- 
dale, Arizona  85253  — (Spanish  Netherlands) 

644  ,M*  J,T^Tan  V“uren»  p-  O.  Box  6023,  Flamwood, 

Klerksdorp,  TVL. , South  Africa 

645- MT  Troyle  L.  Woodruff,  Box  176,  Leonard,  Texas  75452 

(Germany  Since  1873) 

646- MT  Isaac  Rudman,  Prolongacion  Calle  24  #1,  Naco 

Santa  Domingo,  Dominican  Republic 
(West  Indies,  Canada,  Panama) 


647 


A’  Melody,  6237  Alpha  Road,  Dallas,  Texas 
75230  --  (Ancients) 


648-MT  Oven  T.  Merwin,  Jr.,  8206  West  Buckeye  Drive, 
Richmond,  Va.  23228  — (Asian  Numismatics) 

v v w y v v?  w 

n n A A A A A 

ThVNRTA?EMENrSJ  The  followin9  members  have  complied  with 
the  By-Laws  and  are  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

452-MT  John  A.  J.  Bottenheim,  18  Schubertstraat , Amsterdam, 
etherlands  --  (Medals  - Music  & Composers) 

210-MT  Jan  Cerny,  Capkova  22,  Chrlice,  Near  Brno, 

Czechoslovakia  — (Netherlands,  World  Types) 

191-MT  Raymond  Hu,  P.  0.  Box  4,  Taipei,  Taiwan 
(Chinese  & Japanese) 

212-MT  Bert  E.  Qrcutt.  11SDAO,  American  Embassy.  APO  New 
York  09285  — (world  Crowns)  Y’ 

■JHHHHHK 
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CHANGES  OF  ADDRESSES  AND  COLLECTING  SPECIALTIES : 


608  Thomas  P.  Blasingame,  P.  0.  Box  13662,  Station  K, 
Atlanta,  Ga.  30324  — (Pre-Meiji  Japanese  Coins) 

James  B.  Boskey,  19  Colony  Drive  East,  West 
Orange,  N.  J.  07052  — (World  Types) 

Leo  E.  De  Land,  P.  0.  Box  12034,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas 
76116  — (Dealer  - Ancient,  Medieval) 

237-MT  Wiley  R.  Reeves,  Bia  Grab,  Grabben  Gullen,  Via 

Crookwell,  N.S.W.  2580,  Australia  ~ (World  Types) 

303-MT  John  Scheiner,  c/o  Erich  Retzlaff , 807  Ingolstadt/ 
Donau,  Sandtnerstr.  14,  West  Germany 
(Germany  by  Date  and  Mint) 

506-MT  Wade  H.  Slappey,  5811  Atlantic  Blvd.  #227,  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.  32207  — (World  Types) 


555-MT 

575 


*******  ***************  *******************  ****************  * 


1ST  NI  MAIL  BID  SALE 

All  members  (except  some  overseas)  should  have  received 
the  catalog  of  the  1st  NI  Mail  Bid  Sale  by  now.  Please 
note  that  the  sale  closes  July  1,  1971.  Bids  must  be 
received  by  the  toil  Bid  Committee  by  that  date. 

Your  support  of  this  sale  is  urgently  needed.  Please 
review  the  list  of  items  offered  and  mail  your  bids  in 
at  once. 

REMEMBER  --  this  sale  will  be  a gauge  to  determine  if  we 
conduct  more  in  the  future.  Each  member's  support  is 
needed  to  make  the  sale  a success. 

w w w y v w w 
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BACK  ISSUES  OF  BULLETIN 

Need  copies  of  any  back  issues  of  the  NI  Bulletin?  See 
the  January  1970  Bulletin  for  a list  of  those  available 
and  the  prices.  (Note:  The  March  1971  issue  has  been 

sold  out.) 

A new  updated  list  of  all  back  issues  will  be  included 
in  the  NI  Bulletin  next  month. 

WWW  w w w w 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  BLANKS 


Need  application  blanks  to  sign  up  a friend?  Write 
Membership  Chairman  Jack  E.  Lewis  for  applications. 
REMEMBER : The  Membership  Drive  will  continue  until 
sign  up  500  active  members.  You  still  get  a year  s 
DUES  for  each  10  members  you  can  sign  up  in  NI. 


to 

we 

FREE 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


Since  publication  of  the  complete  NI  Library  List  last 
month,  the  following  items  have  been  added  to  the  library: 


SqqK  Donor 

"The  Date  of  the  Roman  Denarius  and 
Other  Landmarks  in  Early  Roman 
Coinage"  by  H.  Mattingly  & E.  S,  G. 

Robinson  Obol  International 


"A  Guide  Book  of  Philatelic  Numis- 
matic Covers  - First  Edition  1970" 
by  Doris  Walker  99  Company 

"Crowns  of  the  British  Empire"  by 

Richard  J.  Trowbridge  (2nd  Edition)  Krause  Publications 


"India's  1862  Rupees"  by  George 

Falcke  & Robert  L.  Clarke  Krause  Publications 


CXir  sincere  thanks  to  the  donors  of  the  above  books  which 
have  been  added  to  the  NI  Library  and  are  now  available 
for  loan  to  the  membership.  See  the  Library  List  for 
details  on  ordering  books  from  the  library  on  30-day  loan. 

a-*-*-#*-#* 


MEMBERS  IN  SIX  STATES  NEEDED 

The  membership  rolls  of  NI  now  cover  44  of  the  50  United 
States.  At  this  time  we  do  not  have  a member  in  the 
following  states: 

Alabama  Montana  South  Dakota 

Idaho  North  Dakota  Wyoming 

Let's  get  members  in  each  of  the  50  states.  Anyone  that 
has  numismatic  friends  in  the  above  states  is  urged  to 
make  a special  effort  to  bring  them  into  the  NI  fold. 

In  addition  to  our  goal  of  500  active  members  by  the  end 
of  this  year,  let's  also  have  a goal  of  representation  in 
all  50  of  the  United  States  and  as  many  foreign  nations  as 
possible.  SPREAD  THE  WCRD  ABOUT  NI  TO  YOIR  FRIENDS. 

U/U  u v u V W 
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HAVE  YOU  WRITTEN  AN  ARTICLE  FOR  THE  NI  BULLETIN? 

Tfcftnks  to  many  of  the  NI  members  we  now  have  a good  back- 
1^9  of  material  on  hand  for  future  NI  Bulletins.  However, 
w»  have  not  heard  from  many  of  you.  If  you  have  the 
ULierary  urge,  send  us  an  article,  no  matter  how  small, 
awl  we  will  find  a place  in  the  Bulletin  for  it  sometime 
this  year.  Small  "filler  type"  items  are  urgently  needed. 

REMEMBER  — This  is  your  Bulletin.  We  make  a special 
effort  to  print  all  material  received,  so  get  your  "feet 
wet"  and  send  us  your  story. 


COUNTERMARKS  FCR  LESB06 


(Editor's  Note:  The  above  article,  which  appeared  in  the 

May  1971  NI  Bulletin,  contained  an  error  of  major  import- 
ance which  went  undetected  until  called  to  our  attention 
by  the  author,  Patrick  D.  Hogan.) 

CORRECTION:  Beginning  with  the  14th  line,  this  article 

should  have  read  — 

" be  the  Mytilene  pieces.  The  Ploumari  countermarked 

coins  bear  three  separate  stamps,  usually.  The  first  is 
in  Arabic,  stating  Baladir  si  Ploumari  (Municipality  of 
Ploumari).  Ploumari  is  rendered  Pilmar,  Bilmar  or  Plamar. 
The  date  below  this  is  1316  (1897-8).  The  second  counter- 
stamp  bears  the  Greek  letters  Delta  Pi,  which  is  said  to 
stand  for  Deme  Plomarion  (City  of  Ploumari).  The  third 
mark  is  said  to  be  a Church  counterstamp,  and  consists  of 
a Pi  on  one  side  and  a Lambda  on  the  other  side  of  the 
coin,  both  in  script  characters.  The  most  common  coin 
found  with  these  countermarks  are  twenty-para  pieces.  I 
have  not  seen  the  Mytilene  piece,  but  understand  that  it 
bears  a similar  Arabic  counterstamp,  with  "Midalu"  re- 
placing Pilmar  and  the  date  1301." 


IP  1 


at r 


(Photo  slightly  reduced  size) 


Note:  The  coin  illustrated  above  bears  an  additional 

counterstamp,  kappa  lambda  , provenence  unknown. 

******************************* 

A NTMFTF.FNTH  CENTURY  COIN  OF  KUWAIT? 

by  Patrick  D.  Hogan 

" " 

According  to  Eduard  von  Zambaur's  " Munzpragungen  des 
Islams" , p.  215,  there  exists  in  the  author's  collection 
an  unpublished  copper  coin  of  the  mint  of  al-Kuwait  dated 
1228H/1813.  Though  this  copper  coin  is  undoubtedly  anony- 
mous, and  would  fit  properly  in  the  series  of  copper  coins 
of  Persia  called  "Persian  autonomous",  it  is  also  correct 
to  say  that  it  is  a coin  issued  by  the  present  state  of 
Kuwait,  that  is,  by  authority  of  the  Amir  of  Kuwait.  The 
present  dynasty  has  ruled  autonomously  at  Kuwait  since 
1129/1716;  their  dynasty  is  known  as  the  §abbahids. 


RECORD  BULLETIN  SIZE  THIS  MONTH 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  NI  Bulletin,  we 
are  putting  out  a 32-page  effort  this  month.  As  most  of 
you  know,  the  NI  Bulletin  is  normally  12  pages.  About 

a Year  however  our  budget  will  allow  printing 
of  a 24-32  page  effort.  These  extra-length  bulletins 
allow  us  to  print  the  longer  feature  articles  received, 

nn  + ^ ™9!n n!-and  Bright’s  continuing  articles 

on  A Listing  of  Oriental  Coins"  and  "Coinage  of  Kutch" 
in  their  entirety  for  each  installment. 

This  is  our  third  extra-length  bulletin  this  year  so  we 
will  probably  have  one  more  in  September  or  October  of 

this  year  — or  two  more  if  our  budget  allows  the  extra 
g xpense • 

ir?  pfinting  and  mailing  of  these  extra-length 
£fir®^nL;L?h:,ust  on®  m??e  reason  you  should  support  all 
°r9anization,  such  as  coin  and  book  orders 
and  the  Mail  Bid  Sale.  MORE  CLUB  PROFITS  ADDS  MORE  SERVICES 


IM3 IA-ASIAT IC  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY  FCRMED 

RrVcf. 11  (N*#233)  has  announced  the  formation 
of  the  India-Asiatic  Numismatic  Society. 

?orri4S0M.the  S°Ciety  U P'  °'  Box  332-  ^'kport. 


Annual  membership  dues  have  been  set  at  $2.00  for  North 
America  and  $3.00  for  overseas. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  IANS  is  to  increase  knowledge 
of  the  vast  area  of  Indian  and  related  Asiatic  numismatics. 

Profusely  illustrated  j ournals  will  be  regularly  published 

articles  of  interest  to  both  be- 
ginners and  more  advanced  collectors. 

momh*reS  Wl11  include  a coin  attribution  service  and 

^ + ru  m?Y  also  take  advantage  of  a special  section 
devoted  to  buying,  selling  and  trading  of  coins  and  books 

issue1of°th^hlANKdTP3rtm?ntK-Wi11  be  found  in  the  first 
Bruce  S^poJts!  ^ J°Urnal  which  ls  due  in  June  of  1971, 

Another  IANS  department  will  offer  members  an  opportunity 
to  purchase  coins  and  books  at  very  attractive  prices  • 

H?rpr+0fferS4W'n  include  interesting  hoard  material 
direct  from  Asian  sources. 

m3I  Write  t0  the  above  address  for 
additional  details  and  an  application  blank. 


A LISTING  OF  ORIENTAL  COINS 

by  Patrick  D.  Hogan 

(Continued  from  September  1970  Bulletin) 

AFGHANISTAN  — Durrani  Empire; 

The  Coins  of  Kabul : 

Kabul  is  an  ancient  city  of  obscure  origin.  It  has  been 
a part  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  Bactrians,  the  Parthians, 
the  Kushans  and  the  Ephthalites  before  the  Muslim  con- 
quest. It  was  never  a mint  town  until  it  became  a domain 
of  the  Mughal  ruler,  Babur.  The  Mughals  held  the  city 
from  1504  to  1738.  In  the  latter  year  it  was  taken  by 
the  Safavid  ruler  of  Persia,  Nadir  Shah,  whose  conquest 
of  this  city  with  Qandahar,  Ghazni  and  Peshawar  ended 
Mughal  domination  west  of  the  Indus  river. 

On  the  death  of  Nadir  Shah  (1747)  and  the  election  of 
Aljmad  Khan  Abdali  as  king  at  Qandahar,  the  new  ruler  ex- 
panded his  domain  to  include  Kabul.  The  subsequent  his- 
tory of  Kabul  is  welded  with  the  rise  and  decline  of  the 
Durrani  Empire. 

Ahmad  Shah  caused  a new  city  to  be  built  at  Qandahar 
which  would  be  his  capital,  and  which  he  called  Ahmad- 
shahi.  In  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign  Ahmadshahi 
became  the  Durrani  capital,  remaining  so  only  until  the 
death  of  the  first  ruler  in  1773.  On  his  death  Sulaiman 
was  persuaded  to  lay  claim  to  the  throne  at  the  bidding 
of  the  Vazir,  Wali  Khan.  Ni^am  Taimur  Shah  proceeded  to 
Ahmadshahi  and  suppressed  the  pretender  and  executed  the 
Vazir.  This  act  caused  resentment  amongst  the  populace 
of  the  city,  so  that  Taimur  Shah  removed  his  capital  to 
Kabul . 

After  the  death  of  Taimur  Shah,  his  sons  struggled  for 
succession.  The  pretender  Humayun  was  suppressed  by 
Zaman  Shah  (1793)  and  Mahmud  Shah  went  into  covert  op- 
position to  Zaman  Shah  at  Herat.  At  the  opportune  time, 
when  the  city  of  Kabul  would  no  longer  support  Zaman  Shah 
because  of  his  impolitic  execution  of  Sardar  Payanda  Khan, 
Mahmud  marched  on  Kabul  and  killed  the  king  (1801;. 

Mahmud  Shah  was  in  turn  driven  from  Kabul  back  to  his 
stronghold  at  Herat  in  1803  by  Zaman’ s full-brother, 

Shuja'  al-Mulk. 

Shuja'  al-Mulk  preferred  Peshawar  as  his  residence,  and 
appointed  Qaisar  bin  Zaman  governor  of  Kabul.  In  1807 
Qaisar  rebelled,  proclaimed  himself . king , and  marched  on 
Peshawar.  However  he  was  defeated  in  March  1808. 

In  the  spring  of  1809  Mahmud  Shah  recovered  Kabul  and  de- 
feated Shuja'  at  Nimla  in  August.  Shuja'  fled  to  Qandahar, 
thence  to  the  Punjab  where  he  was  received  by  Ranjit  Singh 
at  Sahiwal.  The  next  few  years  were  spent  by  Shah  Shuja 
in  attempts  to  recover  Peshawar. 
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Mahmud's  fall  at  Kabul  was  the  result  of  another  impolitic 
punishment  a Vazir,  Fatb  Khan  Barakzai,  in  1818.  By  now, 
the  Barakzai  clan  of  Afghans  were  the  most  powerful  in 
the  state.  The  head  of  the  clan,  Ajim  Khan,  sent  his 
brother  Dost  Muhammad  against  Maljmud  to  avenge  the  blind- 
ing of  Fatfy  Khan.  Again  Mahmud  was  forced  to  seek  refuge 
at  Herat,  where  he  remained  to  his  death.  In  Kabul,  Dost 
MuJjammad  took  it  upon  himself  to  proclaim  a new  king, 
Sultan  'Ali  bin  Taimur.  In  a flush  of  resentment  for 
this  act,  Azim  Khan  moved  from  Kashmir  to  Peshawar  and 
made  overtures  to  Shah  Shuja'  as  lawful  ruler.  Shuja' 
proceeded  to  Peshawar  but  in  the  meantime  Azim  Khan  de- 
cided that  Aiyub  bin  Taimur  would  be  a more ’pliable  puppet 
king.  Shuja'  returned  to  British  Ludhiana  to  bide  his 
time  for  another  attempt  at  the  throne.  Ajim  Khan  met 
Dost  Muhammad  at  Kabul  and  Aiyub  Shah  was  installed  as 
king  with  Azim  Khan  as  his  vazir.  Sultan  'Ali  retired 
from  the  scene. 

Afghanistan  was  now  partitioned  amongst  the  members  of 
the  Barakzai  family  (1818).  Effective  Durrani  authority 
was  ended,  and  only  nominal  powers  remained,  though 
Mahmud  Shah,  and  later  his  son,  Kamran,  were  allowed  to 
rule  at  sufferance  at  Herat  until  1842. 

In  1838  a tripartite  pact  between  the  British,  Shah 
Shuja'  and  Ranjit  Singh  was  signed  which  sought  to  re- 
store Shah  Shuja'.  British  forces  passed  through  the 
Khyber  Pass  and  took  Qandahar  and  Ghazni.  Kabul  was 
entered  on  7 August  1839  (1255H. ).  Dost  Muhammad  fled 
to  the  Hindu  Kush  but  the  incompetence  of  the  invaders' 
and  the  insurrection  of  the  populace  provided  a crushing 
defeat  for  the  British  on  its  retreat  from  Kabul.  Shuja' 
al-Mulk  was  murdered  three  months  later  (1258/1842). 

Fatlj  Jang,  his  son,  was  placed  on  the  throne,  but  when 
the  British  withdrew  he  went  with  them  (October  1842). 
Shahpur  Shah  was  installed  briefly  before  Dost  Muhammad 
made  the  decision  to  end  the  Durrani  dynasty  in  name  as 
well  as  in  reality. 

The  coins  for  Kabul  are  full  weight  down  to  the  last 
decade  of  the  Durrani  rule,  whence  they  decrease  in 
weight,  to  about  9.3  grams  to  the  rupee.  No  copper  coins 
can  be  definitely  attributed  to  a specific  reign  and  are 
listed  together  under  the  heading  "Autonomous".  In  this 
appended  list  only  coins  dated  prior  to  1245  are  here 
attributed  to  the  Durrani  period,  all  since  this  date 
will  be  listed  later  under  the  Barakzais. 

This  concludes  the  Afghan  mints  of  the  Durrani  Empire. 

We  will  proceed  with  the  mints  which  we  call  "Indian", 
although  most  are  in  modern-day  Pakistan.  These  mint- 
cities,  because  of  their  geographic-political  positions 
are  often  Durrani  in  name  only.  That  is,  they  have 
issued  coins  in  the  name  of  the  Durrani  overlord,  though 
the  city  itself  is  in  actuality  autonomous,  with  a local 
dynasty  of  its  own. 


KABUL 


AHMAD  SHAH 

^ I 

1160-1186  (1747-1772) 
Silver 


1 (Rupee)  1,  3 (rx.  as  8) 

I* 

cA  Us* 


No.  2 


6 LtJ  L 'jib  La  ^ ^ 


*6  (Rupee)  1173 

6-^xLmJ 

J'Vb!?  NO.  7 
/6  ^ 


(Rupee)  1175-1186 
Gold 


2 (Rupee)  5 


*8  (Mohur)  1161 


*4  (Rupee)  1170-1171 


No.  5 


*10  (Mohur)  1181-1186 


5 (Rupee)  1171-1175 
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SULAIMAN  SHAH 

6 Li»  o 

1186/1772 

Silver 

SP1  (Rupee)  1186  (as  SP3) 


No. 

SP2 

obv. 


*SP2  (Rupee)  1186 

(rx.  as  SP3) 

Gold 


*SP3  (Mohur)  1186 
TAIMIR  SHAH 


4 U 


1186-1207  (1772-1793) 


*13  (Rupee)  1189-1204 


Sis 


if-i 


No. 

14 


14  (Rupee)  1201 


sS  L'y 

— 7 — — 

4 1 aCj  jSsu  x . 

», TT-J -7 ^ 


No. 

15 


15  (Rupee)  1204-1207 

Gold 

16  (Mohur)  1186 


Silver 

11  (Rupee)  1186-1189 

(rx.  as  SP3) 

yLV  J*)1  S’ 

o Cl  jyw  ^/..b  j < 

"A1  6/y?  r L~ 

12  (Rupee)  1189-1191 


*17 

( Mohur ) 

1189 

18 

(Mohur) 

1190-1204 

19 

( Mohur ) 

1204-1209 

11 

ZAMAN  SHAH 


Gold 


1207-1216  (1793-1801) 
Silver 

, 'V1 

< 20 

jjy  /•  ^ 

20  (1/4  Rupee)  Date  off, 

2.85  g. 

21  (l/2  Rupee)  121x, 

5.44g.  (Sim.) 


*26 

(Mohur) 

1208-1211 

27 

(Mohur) 

12xx,  Yr. 

5 

(as  23) 

28 

(Mohur) 

1213  (as 

20) 

22  (Rupee)  1207-1211 


No. 

22 


i r i r 


dd2IzlIl±L^ 


jLjJ.  y 6 


No. 

- 23 


boUj 


23  (Rupee)  1212 

24  (Rupee)  1212-1215 

(as  21) 


MAHMID  SHAH 

6 lu 

1216-1218  (1801-1803) 
Silver 


JL, 


y&J)  v^-*3  y^- 

'yyje^  • 


mj)  r JJ 


Gy—K^j 


J ,li 

iiiLJi 


W^/ 


No.  29 


29  (Rupee)  1216-1217 


*25  (Double  Rupee) 

1212-1213 

Note:  Rupee  struck  in  the 

name  of  Zaman  Shah, 
dated  1258,  see  Shuja'  31 


J1*  No. 

..  31 

6 i /vi « ».<_/ 


(Rupee)  1218  (obv.  sim.) 


12 


SHUJA*  AL-MULK  SHAH 


<U 

1218-1224  (1803-1809) 


MAHMUD  SHAH 
1224-1233  (1809-1818) 


Silver 


Silver 


zjJu  l 

ssA  ^ — 1 

32 


32  (Rupee)  1219,  1,  2 
Gold 


3 iX«^  J/ 

wSUoUL, 

Ho.  35 

35  (Rupee)  1225 


. OJU  o>J 

J>^o— 

^ ? r^r-* 
>/r 


6 

wv-* 


No.  36 


*33  (Mohur)  1223 


QAISAR  SHAH 

a 

1222-1223  (1807-1808) 
Silver 


36  (Rupee)  1228 

36a  (Rupee)  same,  counter- 
struck  9 ra’ij  in 
small  incuse 

37  (Rupee)  8 (obv.  as  36, 

rx.  as  40) 

No. 

38  O 

38  (Rupee)  12xx  (Rx.  as  40) 

Gold 

39  (Mohur)  1224 


*40  (Mohur)  122x,  Yr.  8 
13  ^ 


*34  (Rupee)  1221 


SULTAN  'ALI 

1233  (1818) 

(No  coins  known) 


AIYUB  SHAH 

4 Lis  I 

1233-1245  (1818-1829) 
Silver 


*43  (Rupee)  1255 


U.niir^ 

^pT?J/b 


^ /* 

JfW/i 

ilUJI 


No.  44 


44  (Rupee)  1258,  In  the 
name  of  Zaman  Shah, 
wt.  9.5g. 


*41  (Rupee)  1237 


SHUJA’  AL-MULK  SHAH 
SECOND  REIGN 
1255-1258  (1839-1842) 

Silver 


, No. 

cl^  45 

o _SJXi\ 


45  (Rupee ) 1259 
Gold 


*46 

14 


*42  (Rupee)  1255 


(Mohur)  1255,  1258 


FATH  JANG  SHAH 

1258  (1842) 
Silver 


SHAHPLR  SHAH 

ft  Lw  jy, 

1258  (1842) 
Silver 


Ml  (Rupee)  1258 


I 


50  (Rupee)  1258  (Complete 
legend  unknown,  rx.  as 
47) 

(Issued  during  the 
British  Occupation,  1842) 


& 


o 

No. 


48 


J.K 

ir*4 

VLr* 


48  (Rupee)  1258 


AUTONOMOUS 

1160-1239 

Copper 


No. 

1 


ir-l 


1 Falus  1201  (obv.  trefoil) 
wt.  6.5g. 


\ 


M9  (Rupee)  1258 


*2  Falus  1218 


15 


("A  Listing  of  Oriental  Coins"  will  be  a continuing 
feature  in  the  NI  Bulletin.) 
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COINAGE  OF  KUTCH,  PART  II 
by  Richard  K.  Bright 


In  the  March  1971  issue  of  this  bulletin  I gave  a brief  his- 
tory of  the  Indian  State  of  Kutch  and  described  the  coinage 
issued  by  Desalji  II,  1818-60AD.  The  next  ruler  was  Prag- 
malji II,  1860-75,  who  minted  coins;  in  gold,  silver,  and  cop- 
per in  both  his  name  and  in  the  name  of  Queen  Victoria  of 
England . 

Long  before  the  last  Mughul  emperor  was  exiled  to  Rangoon  in 
1857,  the  English  were  the  actual  power  in  India  yet  they  did 
not  interfere  with  the  states'  coinage  rights.  Although  the 
coinage  by  the  states  wasn’t  sanctioned  by  the  emperors, 
there  was  little  they  could  do  about  it.  For  one  reason  or 
another  most  of  the  states  that  coined  did  so  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor,  either  past  or  contemporary , but  when  the  Eng- 
lish took  over  in  name  as  well  as  in  fact,  the  situation 
changed.  They  no*  felt  that  Queen  Victoria's  head,  or  at 
least  her  name,  should  take  the  emperor's  place.  Desalji  II 
of  Kutch  had  proposed  something  similar  as  early  as  1846  how- 
ever Pragmalji  II  was  the  first  Kiitch  Rao  to  actually  put 
this  into  practice.  Eventually  the  English  tried  to  curb  the 
states'  coinage  rights  with  some  success.  By  1872  only  34 
states  were  allowed  to  exercise  the  mint  right;  this  was  cut 
to  about  20  by  1893  and  by  1947  when  the  states  were  merged 
into  the  Indian  Republic,  only  nine  were  issuing  coins  with 
regularity.  Of  these  only  two,  Jodhpur  and  Kutch,  were 
strictly  conscientious  in  issuing  coins  in  the  name  of  each 
successive  English  soverign  as  a display  of  their  loyalty. 

Heretofore  Kutch  issued  coins  in  the  denominations  of  tram- 
biyo,  dokdo,  and  dhingla  (I2  dokdo)  in  copper,  \ kori  and  1 
kori  in  silver,  and  25  kori  in  gold.  During  Pragmalji 's 
reign  the  state  mint  at  Bhu j also  struck  3 dokda  pieces  in 
copper,  and  5 kori  pieces  in  silver,  and  50  and  100  kori 
coins  in  gold.  There  was  no>  simple  relationship  between  the 
dokdo-kori  system  of  .Kutch  and  its  neighboring  states  and  the 
anna-rupee-mohur  system  used  by  most  of  the  rest  of  India; 
however,  a silver  kori  equaled  about  t rupee,  there  being 
3.79  koris  in  a rupee. 

All  coins  but  the  first  issue  of  trambiy©  and  dokdo  have 
Christian  Era  (AD)  dates  in  Persian  numerals  and,  on  the 
opposite  face,  Samvat  Era  (SE)  dates  in  modern,  angular  Na- 
gari  characters.  Since  the  Christian  and  Samvat  New  Years 
are  months  apart,  it  is-  often  possible  to  find  examples  of  a 
tvne  with  the  same  AD  date  but  different  SB  dates.  Or  vice 
versa.  Thus  it  is  theoretically  possible  to  have  a complete 
date  run  of  a type  include  twice  as  many  coins  as  years  of 
the  run. 

The  quality  of  Kutch  coinage  improved  throughout  the  long 
reign  of  Desalji  II  and  this  trend  continued  in  Pragmalji 's 
time.  The  koris  and  2 koris  of  1862-63  are  still  not  com- 
pletely uniform  in  thickness  or  roundness  and  occasionally 
not  all  ot  the  die  design  struck  the  flan  but  they  aren't  too 
had.  The  flans  for  most  of  the  rest  of  the  coins  appear  to 
have  been  punched  out  of  a metal  sheet,  as  is  the  modern 
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practice,  and  many  appear  to  have  been  struck  in  a collar 
vith  the  dies  being  the  proper  size  to  fit  the  flans.  In 
fact,  tie  edges  of  the  2 ? and  5 kori  pieces  are  reeded;  this 
may  also  he  true  for  the  edges  of  the  50  and  100  kori  pieces 
rlich  I've  not  seen.  On  many  of  the  silver  coins  the  reeding 
was  o ver — impr es s ed  with  the  lettered  edge  used  during  the 
second  quarter  of  this  century.  All  coins  were  sxruck  in  the 
name  of  both  Queen  Victoria  and  Rao  Pragmalji  II  except  1J-81 , 
B-Rla,  B-R3,  B-83a,  and  B-R6  which  are  totally  anonymous  in 
this  respect. 

For  tie  coins  of  the  previous  ruler,  the  only  readily  avail- 
able reference  is  Craig's  "Coins  of  the  World,  1750-1850"  hut 
the  coinage  of  Pragmalji  II  is  not  only  covered  in  Craig, 
C-70-90/675-6 , but  also,  and  more  completely,  in  "The  Modern 
Coinage  of  Kutch"  by  William  L.  Clark.  This  work  was  pub- 
lished by  Wayte  Raymond  in  1952  and  illustrates  all  varieties 
of  types  and  lists  all  dates  from  1800-1947  seen  by  Clark. 
There  was  the  implication  that  additional  types  and  dates 
were  probably  extant  and  this  has  proved  to  he  the  case.  The 
article  "The  Coinages  of  Cutch  and  Kathiawar"  by  Oliver  Cod- 
rington  in  the  Numismatic  Chronicle  also  covers  this  period. 

Each  coin  in  the  following  listing  will  be  given  three  num- 
bers: Bright,  B ; Craig,  C ; and  Clark,  Cl . 

PRAGMALJI  II 
1860-75AD  - 1910-32  SE 
COPPER 

B-RO  Trambiyo.  Type  not  in  Craig.  Urdu  legend  reads: 

Cl-11  ,A'1°  o-r* 

"Queen  Victoria  1865". 

Rev.  Trident  to  left  and  six  petaled  rosette  to  right 
of  Urdu  inscription  with  dagger  following  Nagari  in- 
scription below  which  reads: 

2T  yt*’  71  3 -*)  Jn  *1  *?  50 

"Struck  in  Bhuj  Ra-o  Sri  Pra-g-m(a)-l-ji ". 

Dates  observed:  1865 AD 


rt-80 


B-Bl 

C-70 

Cl-12 


Trambiyo.  AD  date,  dagger,  and  corrupt  Urdu  legend 
reads:  . 

£*  ft*  ^ ' ••  W ** 

"One  trambiyo  struck  in  Bhuj". 


Rev.  Trident  before  and  eight  petaled 
end  of  the  Nagari  legend: 


18 


rosette  at  the 


jisfljn  ^73  g ^ 

Tram-bi-yo  j(a)-r  -1)  Bhu-j 
"frambiyo  struck  in  Bhuj 
Bates  observed:  1865AD 


B-Rla 

C-70 

Cl-12a 


Trambiyo . Obv.  same  as  B-Rl.  Rev.  Trident  above 
gari  legend  as  B-81 , no  rosette. 

Bates  observed:  1865AD  1 76.7 AD*  ( Si c ) 

186 BAD  1868AD 


Na- 


* This  date  is  the  result  of  an  error  in  die  cutting 
and  was-  supposed  to  be  either  1867  or  1868.  This 
coin  jus  not  scarce. 


B-82 

C-74 

Cl-16 


Trambiyo.  In  center  circle,  AB  date  with  dagger 
below.  Margin  legend  divided  in  four  parts: 

Malikah  Mu’azzamah  Queen  Victoria 
"Her  majesty,  Queen  Victoria". 

Rev.  In  center  circle,  trident  and  SE  date.  Margin 
legend  divided  in  four  parts: 

?i  7i  ^ -#)  s?  -77  r?  ofl 

M(a)-ha-ra-o  Sri  Pra-g-m ( a)-l-  ji 

Bates  observed:  1869AD/192BSE 

1R69AB/1926SE 


B— 83  Dokdo . Obverse  similar  to  B-81  but  top  Urdu  word  is 

C-71  r S ("dokdo").  Rev.  Similar  to  B-81a  but  first 
Cl-10  three  Nagari  characters  are  ^ ("dokdo"),  pellet 

at  end  of  legend. 

Bates  observed:  1865AB 

1867AB 

186RAB 

B-R3a  Bokdo.  Obverse  same  as  B-83.  Rev.  Same  as  B-83  but 
C-71  pellets  to  left  and  right  of  trident  and  also  to  left 
Cl-10  and  right  of  legend  as  well  as  at  the  end. 


Dates  observed:  1868AB 
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B-B4 

C-75 

Cl-15 


B-R4a 
C— 75 
Cl-15 


H-R4b 

C-75 

Cl-15 


B-R5 
C— 76 
Cl  — 14 


B-R5a 

C-76 

Cl-14 


B-R5b 

C-76 

Cl-14 

B— R5c 

C-7R 


Dokdo.  Like  B-82. 

Dates  observed:  1B69AD/1 925SE 

1869AD/1926SE 

Dokdo.  Same  as  B-R4  but  obverse  margin  legend  is  ro- 
tated 180  . 

Dates  observed:  1869AD/1 925SE 

Dokdo.  Obverse  similar  to  B-B4  plus  additional  leg- 
end in  center  circle:  oJt**  "sana"  (year).  The  mar- 
gin legend  is  rotated  clockwise  90°.  Rev.  Same  as 
B-R4. 

Dates  observed : 1873AD/1 930SE 

1R74AD/1930SE 


B-8 4 B-«4a  B-R4b 


li  Dokdo.  Obverse  center  legend  and  dagger  as  B-84b, 
margin  legend  placed  as  B-R4.  Rev.  Like  B-84. 

Dates  observed:  1869AD/1925SE  1R70AD/1 927SE 

1R69AD/1926SE  1870AD/l928SE*(Sic) 

* This  is  an  inconsistant  date  combinatio-n;  SE  dates 
for  year  1870AD  should  be  either  1926.  or  1927. 


la  Dokdo.  Same  as  B-85  but  obverse  margin  legend  is 
rotated  clockwise  90°. 


Dates  observed: 


1 871 AD/ 19 28 SE 
1R72AD/1928SE 
1872AD/1929SE 
1873AD/1929SE 


1783AD/1930SE* (Sic) 
1873AD/1930SE 
1874AD/1930SE 
1874AD/1931SE 


* This  is  another  obvious  example  of  a die  cutting 
error.  In  addition  this  date  is  found  with  or  with- 
out a dot  before  the  AD  date  showing  that  the  error 
appears  to  have  been  made  on  at  least  two  dies.  This 
dot  is  part  of  the  word  "sana"  (See  B-84b)  and  is 
omitted  on  coins-  seen  dated  before  1873  and  the  1873 
die  paired  with  the  1929SE  die.  It  is  present  on  the 
1873AD/1 930SE  and  later  coins. 


lj  Dokdo.  Samg  as  B-85a  but  reverse  margin  legend 
is  rotated  180  . 

Dates  observed:  1875AD/1931SE 


1^  Dokdo.  Obverse  margin  legend  placed  as  on  R-85a 
but  different  Urdu  character  at  top  and  the  character 

20 


C1-14  in  the  right  hnnd  group  that  looks  like  the  musical 

symbol  for  "Plat"  has  been  changed  to  four  dots.  Kev 
Like  H— 85. 

Dates  observed:  1R75AD/1932SE 


ii-85  B-85a  B— 85  c 


B— 86 
C-72 
Cl— 8 


h-86a 
C-72 
Cl— 8 


3 Dokda.  In  center  circle  Urdu  legend  reads: 

MV/| 

"Three  dokda,  year  1868". 

Margin  legend  divided  in  four  parts  reads: 

s'* 

"Struck  in  Kachehhbhuj  city  (nagar) ". 
Rev.  In  center  circle  Eagari  legend  reads: 


^ ^ t\  t n 

Ua  - n do  - k - da 
"Three  dokda". 

Margin  legend  divided  in  four  parts  reads: 

V 3 ^ • wv  -3?  -?  5/  • ? g 71 3? 

S(a)-v(a)-t  . 1325  . J(a)-r-b.  . ii( a)-chh-lmu- j 

"Samvat  1325,  struck  in  Kachhhhuj ". 

Dates  observed:  1868AD/1 325SE 

3 Dokda.  Sane  as  B-86  but  reverse  margin  legend  ro- 
tated clockvise  45  . 

Dates  observed:  1 868AD/1 325SE 


B-R6 


B-8fib 


B-86a 
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B— 86b  3 Dokda.  .Sana  as  B— 86  but  different  spacing  of  re— 

C-72  verse  margin  legend. 

^ Dates  observed:  1868AD/1 925SE 


B-87  3 Dokda.  Obverse  like  B-85.  Rev.  Like  JS-82. 

P — 77 

p,  „ Dates  observed : 1868AD/1 925SE 

1869AD/1926SE 

1869AD/1926SE 


B— 88 
C— 79 
Cl -7 


El  EVER 


2 Kori.  Obvprse  Urdu  legend  reads; 


*.  -o 


Malikah 
mu ' a^.zamah 
Queen  Victoria 

7,arb  Bhuj 

1862 


"Her  majesty 
Queen  Victoria 


struck  in  Bhuj 
1862". 


c yt'  y/- 

I A '1r' 

Rev.  Trident,  open  crescent,  and  Bagger  over  Nagari 
legend  as  on  B— 82,  EE  date  below. 

Dates  observed:  1862AD/1919SE 


B— 89  Jvori.  Like  B— 88. 

P PO 

p7.  Dates  observed:  1862AD/1918SE 

0 b 1862AD/1919EE* 

1 86  2 AD/ 1 920SE** (Sic) 

1863AD/1920SE 
1863AD/1921SE** ( Sic ) 

* An  apparently  scarce  variety  has  the  crescent 
closed  at  top. 

**  Another  example  of  unmatching  AD  and  SE  dates. 

I have  observed  what  is  most  likely  a contemporary 
forgery  of  B-89.  The  obverse  legend  is  illegibly  cor- 
rupt , the  date  incomplete.  The  reverse  kagari  is  also 
cruder,  the  Nagari  '9'  in  the  SE  date  (which  is  either 
1920  or  1921)  is  unusual  hut  the  surest  means  of  de- 
tection is  that  the  positions  of  the  trident  and  the 
dagger  have  been  switched.  The  edge  appears  to  bear 
crude  reeding;  genuine  coins  have  a smooth  edge. 


ru 

|*I*U?*J 


B-89 


ZVVV* 
yf  v* 


Forgery 
of  B-B’O 
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13— no 

C-81 
Cl -5 


2\  Kori.  In  circle  and  border  of  12  leaves  on  wavy 
stem,  leaf  tips  facing  clockwise,  Urdu  legend  reads: 

Malikah  "Her  majesty 

mu'azzamah  Queen  Victoria 

Queen  Victoria  stuck  in  the 

zarb  city  of  Bhu j , 

Bhujnagar  kori  do-  kori 
wa-nasf  1H75  1875,". 

trident,  closed  crescent,  and  dagger 
over  two  line  Nagari  legend,  HE  date  below: 

^ 73  T 3 33  / te-n 

Ko-ri  a-di  / j (a)-r-b  K(a)-chh-b'Fm-j  / 1981 

"2\  koris,  struck  in  Kachhbhuj , 1931". 

Nagari  margin  legend  giving  the  Rao ' s full  name  and 
title : 

ft 

Ma-ha-ra-ja  Dhi-ra-j  Mi-r-ja  M(a)-ha-ra-o  Sri 

XI  V ^ *io<)  3?j  57 

Fr  a- g-m ( a ) - 1 - j i B ( a ) -h  a-d  u-r 

Edge  inscription,  if  impressed  over  the  reeded  edge: 
KUTCH  * ^ * * BjiUJ  * * ^ ZJ  * 

Dates  observed:  1875AD/1931SE 

1785 AD/1931 HE* (Sic) 

1875AD/1932HE 

* Another  example  of  a die  cutting  error. 


AVp  5 

Rev.  In  circle: 


B-91 

C-82 
Cl -4 


5 Kori.  In  circle  and  border  of  18  leaves  on  wavy 
stem,  leaf  tips  facing  clockwise,  Urdu  legend  reads 
as  B-90  except  denomination  changed  to  (five). 

Rev.  In  circle:  trident,  closed  crescent,  and  dagger 

over  one  line  Nagari  legend,  HE  date  below: 

¥l  71  77  3 nc9  3 

Ko-ri  pan— eh  1923 

"Five  kori,  1973". 

Nagari  margin  legend  as  B-90  plus  the  second  line  of 
the  center  legend  of  B-90  which  states  the  place  of 
minting. 

Edge  inscription  if  impressed  over  the  reeded  edge  as 
on  B— 90. 


Dates  observed: 


188 3 AD/1921 HE* (Hie) 

1885 AD/ 19 21 HE  1870AD/1927HE 


1865AD/1922HE 

.1866AD/1922HE 

1888AD/1923HE 


187 4 AD/ 1 93 1 HE 
1875AD/1931HE 
1875AD/1 932HE 


* See  note  after  B-89. 
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GOLD 


B-92 

C-R6 

Cl-3 


B-92r 

C-R6 

Cl-3' 


B-93 

C-R9 

Cl-2 


B-94 
C— 90 
C 1-1 


1 Gold  Kori,  Like  B-89. 


Dates  observed:  1862AD/1919SE 

1863AD/1920SE 

1 Gold  Kori.  Obverse  similar  to  B-92  but  Urdu 
arranged  as  on  B-90.  Rev.  Similar  to  B-92. 

Dates  observed:  1870AD/1927SE 


leRen^^ 


50  Kori  (J  muhr) . In  circle  and  foliate  border  Urdu 
legend  as  on  B-90  but  last  two  lines  are: 

O.  ^ 

Bhuj  city  5-0  kori 

/d  K/*  half  muhr  1874 

Rev.  In  circle:  trident  closed  crescent,  and  dagger 

above  Nagari  legend  and  date: 

*1  dmi  $>-} * -9  g 3 ic-jo 

Mo-ho-r  a-dh  ko-ri  50  j(a)-r-b  K(a)-chh-l?mi-j  1930 

Nagari  margin  legend  as  on  B-90> 

Dates  observed:  1873AD/1930SE 

1874AD/1930SE 


100  Kori  (l  muhr).  In 
legend  as  on  B-9P  but  1 

h' Pr  rT. 

M 77 


circle  and  foliate  border  Urdu 
ast  "two  lines  read: 


Bhuj  city  muhr  of  100  kor 
1866. 


Rev.  In  circle:  trident,  closed  crescent  and  dagger 

above  Nagari  legend  and  date: 

417  ^ 711°®  ^73  7!  s 

Mo-r  ko-ri  100  so-ni  j(a)r-b  K(a)-chh— bhu-j  1923 


"Muhr,  100  kori,  struck  by  goldsmiths  o>f  Kachhbhuj 
in  1923". 


Note  the  old  style  ’9’  and  '3*  in  the  date.  Nagari 
margin  legend  as  on  B-90. 

Dates  observed:  1866 AD/1922SE 

1866AD/19233E 


(To  be  continued) 
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flontiftratp  of  S’JXtiJMS’  3U-" 

14T1 t»  14B4 


by  Irving  Berlin 


One  of  the  fascinating  aspects  of  collecting  medieval 
coinage  is  the  rich  fabric  of  history  with  which  it  is 
surrounded.  The  historical  picture  which  enhances  ones 
understanding  of  a particular  coinage  is  often  a montage 
of  plots,  sub-plots  and  intrigues;  always  exciting,  never 
dull.  Such  a scenario  unfolds  as  we  learn  what  guided  the 
policies  of  Sixtus  IV  and  discuss  a coin  of  his. 

The  papacy  of  the  late  medieval  period  and  early  renais- 
sance bears  little  resemblance  to  the  institution  of 
today.  The  popes  were  generally  more  concerned  with 
matters  of  a temporal  nature  than  those  dealing  with  the 
spirit.  Sixtux  IV  was  such  a pope. 

He  was  born  in  1414  to  an  impoverished  family  and  turned 
over  to  be  raised  by  the  Franciscan  Order  at  the  age  of 
nine.  He  became  an  able  administrator  and  respected 
theologian.  It  was  due  solely  to  these  abilities  that 
he  rose  to  the  cardinalate  in  1467.  However  his  election 
to  pope  was  not  so  much  due  to  ability  as  to  bribery. 

His  nephew,  Piero  Riario,  simply  promised  the  more 
popular  uncommitted  cardinals  "preferments"  to  bring 
their  influence  to  bear  for  his  uncle.  Nepotism,  al- 
though certainly  not  uncommon  among  popes  and  rulers  of 
the  era,  became  the  prime  instrument  which  guided  the 
policies  of  Sixtus  IV. 

Shortly  after  assuming  the  papacy  he  appointed  two  of  his 
nephews  cardinals,  Piero,  who  had  insured  his  election, 
became  cardinal  at  25  and  Giuliano  della  Rovere,  later 
to  become  Pope  Julius  II,  donned  the  garb  of  cardinal 
at  28.  The  newly  appointed  Cardinal  Riario  proceeded 
to  raise  the  eyebrows  of  the  cognoscenti  with  his  highly 
indulgent  living.  He  greatly  exceeded  his  annual  income 
of  60,000  gold  ducats,  purchasing  numerous  works  of  art 
and  commissioning  artists  and  sculptors  such  as  Ghir- 
landaio and  Michelangelo.  It  was  felt  that  his  lavish 
life  style  hastened  his  early  death  in  1474,  leaving 
Sixtus  IV  with  enormous  debts  to  repay. 

The  fact  that  he  had  placed  two  of  his  nephews  in  the 
cardinalate  was  not  enough  for  Sixtus  IV,  he  also  sought 
to  establish  their  brothers  in  prestigious  marriages . 

One  was  subsequently  married  to  the  illegitimate  daughter 
of  Ferdinand  I of  Naples  (1458-94),  strengthening  ties 
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to  that  state.  The  other  was  wed  to  the  illegitimate 
daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Milan,  accomplishing  similar 
results. 

It  is  generally  thought  that  he  was  cognizant  of  a plot 
initiated  by  his  nephew  Girolamo,  Cardinal  Riario's 
brother  and  the  Duke  of  Milan's  son-in-law,  to  overthrow 
the  Medicis  of  Florence.  An  ambush  set  for  Lorenzo  de 
Medici,  resulted  in  the  death  of  his  brother,  thus  spark- 
ing war  between  Florence  and  the  Papal  States  in  1478. 

But  the  immediate  danger  from  the  Turkish  invasion  of 
Otranto  caused  the  participants  to  proclaim  a hurried 
truce  in  December  1480.  However,  with  the  death  of 
Mohammed  II  in  May  1481,  and  with  the  ensuing  quarrel 
of  his  heirs,  the  Turkish  threat  vanished  allowing  Sixtus 
IV  to  once  again  give  full  vent  to  his  ambitions.  He 
promptly  allied  himself  with  Venice  against  Ferrara* 
Ecclesiastical  matters,  for  once,  interfered  with  his 
plans.  He  felt  challenged  by  the  Archbishop  of  Carniola 
who  in  March  1482  launched  an  attempt  to  convene  a gen- 
_ council  at  Basel*  As  a result  of  his  previous 
criticisms  the  archbishop  had  been  subjected  to  imprison- 
ment in  Rome  and  now  sought  to  win  support  against  Sixtus 
IV.  In  order  to  give  his  full  attentions  to  the  matter, 
he  ceased  hostilities  with  Ferrara  and  her  allies,  Naples 
and  Florence,  in  December  1482.  However,  Venice  refused 
to  join  him  in  the  peace  move  so  he  joined  in  a league 
against  his  erstwhile  ally  in  hopes  of  gaining  Cervia 
and  Ravenna.  Such  turmoil  and  Byzantine  intrigue  seems 
to  have  been  characteristic  of  the  Pontificate  of  Sixtus 
IV. 

Perhaps  the  one  act  for  which  most  historians  condemn 
him  is  his  accession  to  the  request  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella  for  the  establishment  of  the  Inquisition  in 
Spain  in  1478.  Fanatics  were  appointed  to  stamp  out  any 
alleged  heresies.  The  faithful  and  unfaithful  alike 
suffered  from  the  monstrous  abuse.  In  all  fairness  it 
must  be  pointed  out  that  Sixtus  IV  did  not  properly 
gauge  the  potential  of  the  fury  he  had  unleased  and  when 
appraised  of  the  situation,  he  sought  to  re-establish  the 
authority  of  Rome.  In  1482-3  he  called  for  the  dismissal 
of  the  most  zealous  inquisitors  and  ordered  the  rest  to 
submit  to  the  authority  of  the  bishops.  He  also  insisted 
on  fair . proceedings  with  the  right  of  appeal.  Unfortun- 
ately his  efforts  were  to  no  avail  as  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella intervened  on  the  behalf  of  the  fanatical  element. 

Hopefully  this  historical  sketch  will  help  clarify  the 
conditions  surrounding  the  coinage  of  the  period.  Other 
conditions  also  affected  the  coinage,  such  as  the  dis- 
covery of  the  only  deposit  of  alum  in  Western  Europe,  at 
Tolfa  in  1462.  Papal  coinage  subsequently  became  more 
plentiful  indicating  the  result  of  increased  revenues. 

The  launching  of  his  various  military  adventures  however 
caused  Sixtus  IV  to  seek  additional  revenues.  Abolish- 
ing previous  reforms,  he  resumed  the  sale  of  offices. 
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(Photo  slightly  enlarged) 


Like  any  good  politician  however,  he  did  not  entirely 
ignore  "the  folks  at  home".  The  dies  for  the  above  coin 
were  produced  by  the  highly  respected  engraver,  Emiliano 
Orfini  of  Foligno.  The  coin,  a grosso  (C.N.I.  64),  was 
issued  along  with  a double  grosso  to  commemorate  the  re- 
building of  Rome  instituted  by  Sixtus  IV.  In  1480  the 
major  thoroughfares  were  rearranged  and  paved  with  tile. 
The  Ponte  Sisto  was  built  across  the  Tiber  and  the  Sis- 
tine  Chapel  constructed  within  the  Vatican.  Both  bear 
his  name.  His  nephew,  Cardinal  Rovere,  the  future  Pope 
Julius  II,  went  to  Florence  in  1481  and  commissioned 
Ghirlandaio,  Boticelli  and  Rosselli  to  paint  murals  for 
the  chapel,  which  is  perhaps  best  known  for  the  Michel- 
angelo ceiling. 


Sixtus  IV' s image  on  the  coin  reminds  one  of  the  saintly 
Pope  John  XXIII,  but  there  the  similarity  ends.  The 
policies  of  Sixtus  IV  were  dominated  by  secular  affairs 
as  were  those  of  his  immediate  successors.  The  institu- 
tion of  the  papacy  today  is  so  different  from  that  of 
Sixtus  IV  that  we  are  forced  to  think  of  him  not  so  much 
a prince  of  the  church  as  an  Italian  prince  of  state. 


******************************* 


SETTING  THE  RECCRD  STRAIGHT 


by  Lee  E.  Harvey 

There  are  three  basic  mechanisms  at  work  that  can  cause  a 
coin  to  become  listed  in  a standard  reference: 

1.  It  was  in  another  reference.  (Copying) 

2.  The  cataloger  has  seen  or  heard  of  one.  (Hearsay) 

3.  A typographical  error  may  occur.  (Accident) 

There  is  just  one  basic  mechanism  at  work  that  can  cause 
coin  not  to  be  listed  in  a standard  reference: 

1.  A typographical  error  may  occur.  (Accident) 


a 
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By  the  diligent  application  of  copying,  hearsay,  and  acci- 
dent, a fairly  useful  preliminary  list  on  some  subject  can 
be  modified  within  a very  short  time  to  be  an  exasperating 
summary  of  drivel.  Over  a period  of  generations  some  great 
works  manage  to  encompass  most  of  the  misinformation  known 
to  numismatics  if  not  to  mankind. 

Collectors  are  often  heard  to  criticize  certain  authors  for 
the  limited  accuracy  of  this  or  that  book.  This  is  a grave 
error.  It  is  easily  seen  that  the  more  diligent  and  schol- 
arly authors  must  produce  the  worst  references.  They  gain 
access  to  all  previous  works  on  the  subject,  including 
price  lists  and  auction  catalogs  (a  prime  source  of  acci- 
dent) , and  they  probably  know  many  collector  specialists 
and  dealers  (a  prime  source  of  hearsay).  Indeed,  it  takes 
a narrow  minded  hermit  to  write  an  accurate  reference,  and 
who  admires  that? 

Some  of  you  that  are  reading  this  may  want  examples  of 
these  mechanisms  at  work.  If  you  are  so  lucky  as  to  col- 
lect only  Egyptian  yak  butter  tax  tokens,  then  you  may 
have  never  noticed  a bad  catalog.  My  specialty  is  French 
minor  coins  since  1816  and  I have  not  been  so  fortunate. 

To  be  fair,  only  the  aberations  which  appear  in  several 
major  works  appear  below. 

France  two  centime  1863K  is  listed  in  the  mintage  reports 
as  9,312,741.  This  is  more  than  any  other  date  and  mint 
two  centime  coin.  Naturally  the  price  on  this  coin  is  low. 
The  fact  that  the  coin  doesn't  exist  keeps  it  low.  If 
even  one  was  available  for  sale,  it  would  spoil  an  other- 
wise perfect  record.  The  1862K  two  centime  appears  quite 
often  for  sale  with  a mintage  of  4 million,  about  twice  as 
often  as  the  1862A  two  centime  with  a mintage  of  7 million. 
Beginning  collectors  of  French  coins  usually  note  the 
dearth  of  1863K  one  or  two  centime  coins,  but  all  cata- 
logers  include  them  on  their  record. 

Five  francs  were  struck  in  1934,  but  were  all  dated  1933 
according  to  an  early  French  author.  A later  author  listed 
the  large  1934  mintage  separately  and  put  a high  price  on 
the  1933  coin.  This  delusion  has  been  perpetuated  not 
only  by  other  authors  but  also  by  nearly  every  dealer  in 
the  world  who  has  multiples  of  this  "key"  date. 

France  1965  five  centime  is  not  claimed  by  the  Paris  Mint. 
Since  it  was  first  included  in  a major  work  several  years 
ago  it  has  been  gaining  popularity  among  catalogers,  but 
not  among  collectors.  It's  as  rare  as  fish  knees. 

If  you  want  more  examples,  wTite  to  me  and  I will  furnish 
one  in  your  specialty.  Some  are  real  absurdities,  like 
the  one  where  the  catalog  number  in  the  previous  book  be- 
came the  mintage  in  the  next  one. 

Now  that  the  mechanisms  for  generating  standard  references 
are  understood  perhaps  they  can  be  changed.  If  one  admits 
what  he  doesn't  know,  then  what  he  presents  is  more  be- 
lievable. We  should  buy  the  book  that  asks  the  most 
questior  about  the  coins  themselves. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 
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"CROWNS  OF  THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE"  by  Richard  J.  Trowbridge  & 

" INDIA 'S  1862  RUPEES"  by  George  Falcke  & Robert  L.  Clarke, 
intly  released  recently  by  publisher:  Krause  Publi- 

rtions,  Inc.,  Iola,  Wisconsin  54945.  (See  below  for 
urther  details  and  price.) 

The  joint  release  of  two  new  reference  volumes  on  British 
world  coins  has  been  announced  by  publisher  Chester  L. 
Krause.  One  of  the  works  — "Crowns  of  the  British  Empire" 
--  is  authored  by  one  of  the  hobby's  leading  exponents  of 
the  British  coin  field,  and  the  other  — "India's  1862 
Rupees"  — is  co-authored  by  two  of  the  leading  scholars 
in  the  British  interest  area. 

Trowbridge's  volume  is  a second  edition  effort  which  has 
been  carefully  revised  and  refined  by  both  author  and 
publisher.  The  easy  to  read  typeset  text  of  the  170  page 
volume  is  enhanced  through  the  presentation  of  some  230 
high  quality  halftone  illustrations  of  the  listed  issues. 
All  coin  types  are  illustrated. 

The  scope  of  this  work  covers  the  period  from  the  minting 
of  the  first  British  crown,  the  hand  struck  Edward  VI 
issue  of  1551,  down  to  the  present.  Crowns  issued  in  the 

■name  of  member  states  of  the  British  empire  are  also  in- 
|luded . 

The  catalog,  with  numbers  assigned,  is  arranged  in  the 
order  of  the  reigning  dates  of  the  British  monarchs,  with 
each  of  these  groupings  led  off  by  short  resumes  of  the 
reign  and  its  crown  issues.  The  catalog  listings  which 
follow  are  fully  described  as  to  obverse,  reverse  and  edge 
devices,  complete  with  translations. 

Individual  dates  and  mint  marks  or  other  varieties  of 
issue  are  listed  and  numbered,  complete  with  valuations; 
generally  in  three  grades,  depending  on  condition,  and 
rarity  ratings  in  the  case  of  rare  issues.  Mintage  fig- 
ures are  given  where  available,  and  pertinent  notes  re- 
lating to  the  availability  of  specific  issues  are  appended. 

In  the  "1862  Rupees"  study,  Falcke  and  Clarke  present  a 
detailed  dissertation  of  the  bewildering  secret  dating 
system  employed  by  the  mints  of  India  on  the  long  lived 
series  which  carries  that  date.  Their  analysis  establishes 
not  only  the  dates,  but  also  the  mints  of  origin  for  the 
^arious  minor  varieties  of  the  issue. 

"The  textual  study  of  the  varieties  is  simplified  through 
the  presentation  of  both  a table  of  specifications  and  a 
catalog  of  issues  arranged  in  the  chronological  order  of 
emission.  The  latter  includes  enumeration  of  dates  struck, 
variety,  mint  of  issue  and  rarity  or  availability . Actual 
dates  of  issue  for  the  series  stretch  from  1862  through 
1874,  when  the  more  customary  coinage  tradition  of  annual 
dating  was  picked  up. 
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This  34  page  monograph  is  liberally  illustrated  with  34 
lull  com  and  detail  photos  pinpointing  the  minor  vari- 
ations in  the  engravers  marks,  beading,  flowers  and  other 
aspects  which  were  used  by  the  authors  to  judge  the  mints 
and  years  of  issue  for  the  series.  Completely  revised  and 
updated  to  reflect  the  latest  available  information  on  the 
issue,  including  rarity  ratings  for  the  varieties,  this 
study  was  originally  offered  in  Krause  Publications  "Coins 
Magazine" . 

The  Trowbridge  book,  a hard  bound  6x9  volume,  is  priced 
at  $5.00  US.  The  price  for  the  Falcke-Clarke  monograph 
is  $1.50  US.  The  pair  may  be  purchased  for  $6.00  US. 

Both  volumes  may  be  purchased  from  many  coin  dealers  who 
handle  numismatic  books,  or  direct  from  the  publisher. 

(Editor’s  Note:  Both  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  NI 

Library  and  are  available  for  loan  to  members.) 

*** 

"A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  PHILATELIC  NUMISMATIC  COVERS,  1st  Edition 
1970",  by  Doris  Walker.  Published  by  99  Company,  Box  99. 
San  Clemente,  Calif.  92672. 

The  long-awaited  Guide  Book  of  Philatelic-Numismatic 
Covers,  called  "The  Orange  Book",  has  recently  been  re- 
leased. Authored  by  Doris  Walker,  a well  known  writer 
and  researcher  of  Dana  Point,  California,  this  book  will 
now  become  the  bible  of  collectors  in  the  P-N-C  field. 

The  catalog  is  fully  illustrated,  picturing  the  regular 
covers  produced  by  the  99  Company  of  San  Clemente,  Calif., 
and  pertinent  information  relative  to  each  one.  This  vol- 
ume also. contains  a brief  history  of  the  P-N-C  hobby  and 
the  listing  of  the  99  Company  Certified  Coin  Series,  a 
topical  index,  a summary  of  the  other  P-N-C  producers,  as 
well  as  the  story  of  SPAN  (Society  of  Philatelists  and 
Numismatists),  by  Jack  Stuckart,  the  Vice  President. 

The  book  is  available  from  the  publisher  (price  not  given 
in  their  news  release). 

(Editor's  Note:  This  book  has  been  added  to  the  NI  Lib- 

rary and  is  available  for  loan  to  members.) 

*-** 

"DIE  MUNZPRAGUNGE N DES  ISLAM5"  . by  Eduard  von  Zambaur, 
Franz  Steiner  Verlag  Gmbh.,  Wiesbaden,  1968.  286pp.  plus 

26  foldout  charts.  9"  x 12".  64DM  (17.75). 

This  is  a post-humously  published  tome  by  the  distinguished 
Oriental  numismatist  Eduard  von  Zambaur  (1866-1947).  The 
subtitle  indicates  that  it  is  only  part  of  an  unpublished 
manuscript:  I.  Band,  Der  Westen  und  Osten  bix  zum  Indus 

mit  synoptischen  Tabellen. 

The  present  volume  contains  the  "mints  of  Islam"  up  to  the 
Indus  River,  as  indicated  in  the  subtitle.  Each  mint  is 
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given,  with  a brief  description  of  its  location.  For  each 
mint,  the  Islamic  dynasty  recorded  as  having  struck  coins 
there  is  given,  with  a list  of  the  recorded  dates  known, 
list  of  major  numismatic  references  is  given  and  each 
numbered.  Each  mint  listed  is  then  accompanied  with  a 
ist  of  the  references,  and  the  page  numbers  from  them,  so 
that  researchers  can  refer  to  these  works  for  further 
information  on  the  mints.  A list  of  major  works  which 
describe  Islamic  cities,  such  as  encyclopedias,  is  also 
given,  and  each  mint  is  listed  with  a referral  to  these 
works.  The  26  foldout  tables  give  a synopsis  of  the  mint 
activity  of  Islam  from  73H  to  1349H,  by  year. 


This  "mint  manual"  will  be  very  valuable  for  Oriental 
collectors.  The  German  text  is  no  barrier  to  its  use. 


Review  by  Patrick  D.  Hogan 


*** 

"THE  NUMISMATIC  MESSENGER" . Published  by  Castenholz  and 
Sons,  1055  Hartzell  Street,  Pacific  Palisades,  Calif. 
90272;  $4.00  per  annum,  starting  in  January. 

The  avowed  purpose  of  this  new  publication  is  to  inform 
numismatists  "of  the  vast  wealth  of  numismatic  knowledge 
Iwhich  has  been  published".  Articles  will  be  geared  to 
Riscussions  of  published  numismatic  references.  Volume 

I,  No.  1 and  No.  2 contain  a two-part  article  on  "An 
Introduction  to  the  Study  of  English  Coins"  and  issue  No. 
1 also  offers  "John  Berne's  Annotated  Copy  of  Hawkins’ 
’Silver  Coins  of  England'",  both  articles  authored  by  B. 

J.  Castenholz.  The  publishers  state  that  they  expect  the 
format  of  the  MESSENGER  to  vary  considerably  in  the  year 
to  come  through  experimentation. 

Review  by  Patrick  D.  Hogan 


******************************* 


A NOTE  ABOUT  REGISTERING  OVERSEAS  SHIPMENTS 
by  Richard  R.  Schubert 

have  a warning  about  the  use  of  registered  mail  for  over- 
seas shipments.  Unlike  U.S.  domestic  registered  mail,  the 
"insurance"  factor  of  foreign  registered  mail  is  sometimes 
quite  limited.  For  example,  to  Australia,  the  post  office's 
maximum  indemnity  on  a registered  item  is  only  $8.17.  This 
fact  is  often  not  known  to  the  postal  clerks.  Therefore, 
anyone  sending  material  overseas  should  carefully  check  the 
limit  of  indemnity  before  deciding  between  first  class, 
registered  mail  and  insured  international  parcel  post. 
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John  A.  Scheiner,  c/o  E.  Retzlaff,  807  Ingolstadt/L)onau, 
Sandtnerstr . 14.  West  Germany : We  will  open  a coin  shop 

in  Ingolstadt  on  the  Danube,  West  Germany  about  the  15tn 
of  June  and  would  like  to  invite  any  member  of  NI  who 
will  visit  Europe  this  year  or  in  the  future  to  stop  by 
our  shop.  Ingolstadt  is  located  on  the  main  highway  be- 
tween Munich  and  NCfrnberg  in  Bavaria.  If  you  have  nice 
German  coins,  Ancients,  or  other  better  foreign  to  sell 
we  would  be  very  interested  in  hearing  from  you  and  lists 
will  be  sent  upon  request  commencing  in  August  or  earlier 
if  possible. 

T.  W.  Sheehan,  P.  0.  Box  14,  Seattle,  Washington  98111 : 

I have  acquired  many  UNC  paper  one  cent  notes  from  Hong 
Kong  and  would  like  to  trade  them  for  other  foreign 
currencies.  Multiple  trades  welcome. 

Donald  L.  Straver.  1217  Pine  St..  Montoursville . Pa.  17754 
I would  appreciate  any  help  I can  get  with  English  silver 
coins  starting  with  the  milled  coinage  of  Charles  II. 

Will  trade  or  buy  coins  that  I need.  Would  like  to  hear 
from  any  member  that  has  coins  in  the  above  mentioned 
category.  Thank  you. 

John  S.  Davenport,  Knox  College,  Galesburg,  111.  61401: 

A new  edition  of  "European  Crowns  1700-1800"  is  in  the 
making.  Would  anyone  having  specimens  or  illustrations 
of  #1012,  #1032,  #1105,  #1135  or  #1378  please  communicate 
with  me. 

W,._R.  Reeves.  "BIA  GRAB".  Grabben  Gullen.  Via  Crookwell. 
N.S.W.  Australia  2580:  Would  like  to  hear  from  anyone 

who  has  the  following  for  trade:  Coins  of  China;  Siam 

Bullet  Money;  Sierra  Leone  Y6;  England  Y19  - 1887  6d. 
shield  reverse.  I have  world  coins  for  trade,  mostly 
of  my  area.  Also  want  Hejaz  1,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11, 

12  — for  trade  I have  Hejaz  Y2,  3,  6. 

Darwin  E.  Gregory,  P.  0.  Box  8142,  Long  Beach,  Calif  90808 
WANTED:  Liberia  YlOa  1$  1941  UNC  only.  The  following 

wanted  Fine  or  better:  Peru  Y31a  5$  1942S,  Y32a  104  1943S 

Y33a  20$  1942S,  1943S,  1944.  The  S mintmark  is  on  reverse 
under  letters  TA  of  CENTAVOS . 

Fred  Thomas,  Box  4,  Hamura-Machi , Nishitama-Gun,  Tokyo, 
Japan  190-11:  WANTED : 1969-1970  Japanese  Government 

issued  mint  sets.  Name  your  price  or  trade.  All  letters 
will  be  answered. 

Roque  Santana  Sosa,  Box  104,  Valera,  Venezuela:  Trade 

silver  coins  of  Venezuela  for  silver  coins  of  U.S.A.,  size 
for  size,  condition  for  condition.  Also  trade  coins  of 
other  countries  at  Yeoman  value.  Need  ISA  ¥4,7,16,17,25, 
29.31,33,35,37,39,41,47,48.  Also  Pesos  of  Puerto  Rica  and 
Philippi  ’'os  under  Spain. 
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